
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
The Northminster News shares information about programs and activities of interest as well as 

news and milestone events in the lives of our church and larger community. 
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We will once be joining our fellow churches for joint worship services during 
Holy Week.  Starr is located at 13 Mile and Crooks Roads in Royal Oak, 
Central Woodward is at Adams and Big Beaver Roads. 

On Easter Sunday, Northminster will have both a sunrise outdoor meditation 
and a 10:30 indoor service.  Find more details about Easter Sunday in Pastor 
Chris’ message. 
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Pastor’s Message 
Scripture tells us that it was in the early in the morning on the first day of the week that the women 
began their journey to the tomb where Jesus was laid.  There is something ethereal about how night 
transitions to morning.  Human noises are nearly absent but the sounds of nature abound as some 
animals are waking up and others are hunkering down for bed.  The light of morning bounces off of 
things differently and colors change as the sun rises.  There is a mystery that lingers as the mist slowly 
crawls across the grass: the mystery of not fully knowing what this day will hold.  Mornings can be a 
pause before the business starts, especially if you have the delight of rising before others around you 
do.  Mornings are like that big breath in before the exhalation of the rest of the day.  So, it makes sense 
that the hope and joy of Easter comes in early light of the morning. 

Holy Week is approaching and we are once again taking the time to tell the story of Jesus, the story 
that our tradition is centered on. This year we are able to return in-person, as well as online, to our Holy 
Week services.  For the first time, I will be able to wave palms with you in person and say, “Hosanna 
in the Highest!” during our Palm Sunday service on April 10 at 10:30 a.m.  We have the joy of joining 
together with Central Woodward Christian Church for our Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m., where 
we will tell the story of Jesus’ last meal with his disciples and what it means to be invited to eat with 
Him.  The next day, we will be joining with Starr Presbyterian at 7 p.m. to tell the story of Jesus’ death.  
But our story does not end there. 

It is my joy to invite you to join me to experience the mystery of Easter morning with our new 8:30 a.m. 
Easter morning labyrinth meditation.  This morning meditation will be simple: you will be given a 
question to ponder or a mantra to repeat as you walk the labyrinth and at the center there will be a 
message waiting for you.  If bad weather is in the forecast, this plan will be adapted and moved inside.  
Afterward, we will join together for coffee and a bite to eat before we turn our focus to our Sanctuary 
Easter service at 10:30 a.m., in person and online. 

There is mystery found in every 
morning.  It comes with a list of 
unknowns and the day that lies 
ahead will only ever answer a few 
of those questions.  We approach 
Easter and the mystery of what 
happened that morning.  We will 
celebrate the assurance that Jesus 
has indeed risen!  But may we also 
celebrate the mysteries of faith that 
remain. 

Pastor Chris 
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Baby Basics Book Drive 
Baby Basics Board will again be 
giving out “summer kick-off” 
buckets to our babies and their 
siblings under 12 years old.  
This year, we decided to 
purchase the older siblings’ 
books (using coupons from Clay 
D.), but we could use help in securing books 
for the babies.  We’d appreciate getting new 
small books (to fit in a sand bucket) for 
children 1 month – 3 years.  They can be left 
in the lounge May 16 and we’ll give them out 
the first distribution day, June 1. 

The April meeting (Monday the 4th) will offer a 
Zoom program offered by a Detroit Institute of 
Arts Educator, Christian Black, exploring art 
and how it relates to expressions of faith.  

Zoom Meeting ID: 827 7908 0986,  
Passcode: 037941,   Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82779080986?pwd
=UFRBTHYwUFF6VlNXTkw4UHE3b1N3Zz09 

 

On May 5, TIG will offer an in-person event. 
We’re hoping to host the meeting on 
Northminster’s Labyrinth and dedicate our new 
peace pole.  We anticipate many will want to 
attend - look for the Northminster Notes for 
details closer to that date.  

Troy-area Interfaith Group 
 

Donation Collection for 
Refugees 
Humble Design is an organization that 
collects gently-used furniture and new 
items to furnish an apartment or home for 
refugees such as those from Afghanistan 
or Ukraine, as well as those facing 
homelessness in the Metro-Detroit area.  
As their website says “We turn moving in, 
into moving forward”.  You can learn more 
during worship on Sunday April 3.   

Our drive (pending Session approval of 
the motion) will be April 10 – May 8 when 
we will dedicate the items brought in.  The 
items Northminster is collecting (there will 
be a basket in the hall leading into the 
Sanctuary; duplicate items are fine!) are: 

• Washcloths 

• Towels 

• Standard Pillows 

• Sheet sets (twin, full, queen) 

• Mattress covers (twin, full, queen) 

• Hygiene items (toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shampoo etc.) 

• Kitchen utensils 

• Cutting boards 

• Kitchen trash cans 

• Toasters 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82779080986?pwd=UFRBTHYwUFF6VlNXTkw4UHE3b1N3Zz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82779080986?pwd=UFRBTHYwUFF6VlNXTkw4UHE3b1N3Zz09
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Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you!  

In our March Stewardship and Finance 
committee meeting, we had the happy 
discussion of using some of this newfound 
energy towards assisting in publicity for the 
various mission opportunities the church 
supports. 

By Chris Kondak, Stewardship & Finance Chair 

Thank you to all Members and Friends, the 
loan for the roof is now PAID IN FULL! 

Session voted in the March meeting to make 
a final payoff of the loan because with the 
funds raised, we were within about $8500 of 
the full payoff.  During the first months of 
2022, members had been VERY generous 
with donations towards the Raise the Roof 
Fund to get us in this position!   Session also 
voted to allocate Memorial Funds toward the 
remaining amount.  Where possible, family 
members were contacted, and we received 
support to use the funds to complete the loan 
payoff.   There was an additional Session 
Reserve fund, as well as some 'found 
money' in the form of uncashed checks that 
had been written long ago that could be re-
claimed.  In all, Session, Joe Turner, and we 
as a congregation were resolute and 
creative; and in the end, successful in 
completing our loan payoff over one year 
early (saving the church a considerable 
amount in interest). 

Stewardship 
& Finance 

Roof Debt Paid! 
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Session met on March 3, 2022, 
and passed the following motions: 

1. To utilize our memorial funds 
to assist in paying off our roof 
repair loan. 

2. To begin to explore the 
possibility of establishing a 
community garden. 

Session will meet next on April 7 
at 7:00p.m. 

  
  

 

  

    

In the three weeks or so since the Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) issued an appeal for help, 
Presbyterians have donated nearly $1 million in 
response to the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. 

“We are grateful for that,” the Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus, 
director of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, said 
Wednesday during the Lifting Up Ukraine: 
PC(USA)’s Humanitarian Response webinar, which 
you can view by clicking here or here. 

Since Russia invaded Ukraine late last month, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) has 
committed rapid response solidarity grants to five 
ecumenical partners in Eastern and Central Europe 
addressing the humanitarian crisis created by the 
unprovoked attack.  Our donation to the One Great 
Hour of Sharing offering helped in this effort.  Thank 
you!! Directory Update  

Helen Hays 
438 W. Washington Ave. 
Kirkwood, MO  63122 

PCUSA’s Ukraine Response 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-church-u-s-a-seeking-support-for-humanitarian-response-to-ukraine/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/presbyterian-church-u-s-a-seeking-support-for-humanitarian-response-to-ukraine/
https://pda.pcusa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=280746477554825
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LctXVk1RLY
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/how-is-presbyterian-disaster-assistance-helping-in-ukraine/?utm_source=ActiveCampaign&utm_medium=email&utm_content=PC%28USA%29+Weekly+News&utm_campaign=Weekly+eNews+%7C+March+21-25
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Afternoon Book Group 
April is our last meeting until September, and we 
end with Gods of the Upper Air: How a Circle of 
Renegade Anthropologists Reinvented Race, 
Sex and Gender in the Twentieth Century, by 
Charles King.  It is a group portrait of Franz 
Boaz, a professor at Columbia and the founder 
of cultural anthropology, and his circle of women 
scientists:  Margaret Mead, Ruth Benedict, Ella 
Deloria and Zora Neal Thurston.  Their research 
led to the rejection of the science that underpinned our country’s 
restrictive immigration laws, colonial expansion and Jim Crow laws, 
the same science that the Nazis used for their theories of eugenics. 
King’s book is an exciting account of a new science in the early 20th 
century. 

Everyone is invited to read the book and join our group for a 
discussion on Thursday, April 14, at 2:00 for our discussion on Zoom.  
Meeting ID Zoom 845 5533 7427, passcode 607009. 

At this meeting we will also be choosing our books for next year. 

Building & Grounds 
Actions this past month included: 

• Adjusting a stall in the men’s room to 
make it more handicapped user friendly  

• Filling in potholes (a Michigan tradition) 
in the parking lot and driveways. 8 bags 
of asphalt were used. 

Mark your calendars! 

Saturday, April 30 is 
Spring Cleanup Day at 

Northminster.  We’ll spruce 
up the outside, and ‘plant’ 

the Peace Pole.  Come one, 
come all, starting at 9am. 

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://zoom.us/j/84555337427&sa=D&source=calendar&usd=2&usg=AOvVaw05UaRmXiadv6yBI8SemeqE
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Our calendar is continuously updated at TroyNorthminster.com  

https://troynorthminster.weebly.com/
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Grace in Aging 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
     
   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter for April 2022 

 

Helen VanLoon 

3557 Tothill Drive 

Troy, MI 48084       

About Our Church… 

Our core purpose is to 

love God and our 

neighbors as we seek to 

understand, respect and 

celebrate our differences.   

In recognizing Christ’s 

calling to treat others as 

we desire to be treated, 

Northminster Presbyterian 

Church welcomes all 

people, regardless of 

sexual orientation, color, 

gender, religion, age, 

politics, social or 

economic class, ethnicity, 

nationality or disability.  

We value all members of 

the community.  We 

consciously strive to 

create an environment of 

mutual respect, hospitality 

and warmth in which none 

are strangers and all truly 

flourish.   

PRE SBY T ERIA N  CHU R CH  
3633 W.  Big Beaver Rd 
Troy, MI  48084 

Northminster 

Presbyterian Church 

3633 W. Big Beaver Road 
Troy, MI  48084 

TroyNorthminster.com 
PHONE: 

(248) 644-5920 

E-MAIL: 
office@troynorthminster.com 

Our Facebook page is 
Northminster Presbyterian 

Church – Troy 

and our private friends group is 
Northminster Troy  

  

PASTOR: 
Rev. Chris Hallam 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Suzanne Joy 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 
Dr. Brandon Ulrich 

 

https://bit.ly/PresbyTodayAudio 

https://pcusa.lt.acemlna.com/Prod/link-tracker?redirectUrl=aHR0cHMlM0ElMkYlMkZkaWdpdGFsZWRpdGlvbnMud2Fsc3dvcnRoLmNvbSUyRnB1YmxpY2F0aW9uJTJGJTNGbSUzRDYwNzA5JTI2bCUzRDElMjZ2aWV3JTNEY29udGVudHNCcm93c2VyJTI2dXRtX3NvdXJjZSUzREFjdGl2ZUNhbXBhaWduJTI2dXRtX21lZGl1bSUzRGVtYWlsJTI2dXRtX2NvbnRlbnQlM0RUcnklMkJ0aGUlMkIlMkJSZWFkLXRvLW1lJTJCJTJCdmVyc2lvbiUyQm9mJTJCUHJlc2J5dGVyaWFucyUyQlRvZGF5JTI2dXRtX2NhbXBhaWduJTNEUHJlc2J5dGVyaWFucyUyQlRvZGF5JTJCLSUyQk1hcmNoJTJCMjAyMiUyQk5ld3NsZXR0ZXI=&sig=H6yDaKqfN2upaKwi5XKERvmZoAP2R3v7DzDyxdo8kqw4&iat=1647781581&a=%7C%7C89675914%7C%7C&account=pcusa%2Eactivehosted%2Ecom&email=j%2Bjzy%2B2cJ%2FR0jOrdSatC0jGCHvgUV67kmgOYjWPDNR4%3D&s=68081e68a6f8b647fd86ad4afd338f8b&i=3223A3510A37A63826
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Northminster%20%20News/2017%20Newsletters/TroyNorthminster.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Northminster%20%20News/2017%20Newsletters/TroyNorthminster.com
mailto:office@troynorthminster.com

