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June’s Game Night 
was a fun time and a 
great way to gather 
and meet new friends! 

Join us in July for the 
Putt-Putt Champion-
ship and in August for 
Faith & Film! 
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Dear Northminster, 
 
Many church folks look around at empty chairs next to them on Sunday morning and begin to 
ask, “How do we introduce new people to our community? 
The simple answer is this: you invite them! 
 
Deceptively simple, isn’t it? 
 
It is tempting to look at larger churches, especially large evangelical churches that are growing, 
and long for the access to the finances and programming of those larger communities. 
Sometimes feelings of resentment can flair up as we ask, “What do they have that we don’t 
other than a flashy worship team?” Even I, at times, fall into brushing off the success of those 
communities as manipulative theology and inflammatory rhetoric. But there is still one thing 
really well that we can learn from: they boldly invite people to join in. 
 
The time of, “If you build it, they will come,” is over. Our lives are over-saturated with things to 
do and we are overwhelmed by choices of what to buy and what to do with our time. Flyers, 
online posts, emails, and yard signs all get lost in the ocean of images we see every day, all 
jockeying for our time and attention. In a world over-saturated with images and advertisements, 
personal invitations cut through the chatter of this world with a moment of human connection. 
 
This summer we have planned three events, once a month, as community events designed so 
that you all can invite folks to join in. On June 24th we had the first of these events: 
Northminster Game Night! It was a blast of an evening and we were joined by a few new faces 
from around the community. Cards were dealt as old Euchre rivalries picked back up but the 
board was laid for new friendships as a group struggled to answer questions together about 
how to survive in the wilderness. It was a lovely night and a perfect excuse to laugh and be silly 
together. 
 
Our next event is happening on July 23rd at 1pm at the at Royal Oak Golf Center. We will be 
having a Putt-Putt Championship, complete with master’s trophy. This is a perfect opportunity 
to invite the friends and family in your life to join in to the fun. 
 
In the end, community outreach is up to all 
of us as the community at Northminster. 
We would all love to see new faces and 
build new connections.  But it is up to all of 
us as the community to build those 
connection and invite people to join. 
 
So I hope to see you all, putters in hand, 
for our Northminster Putt-Putt 
Championship! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Chris 

Pastor’s Message 
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Church, Society 

& Mission 3 

 

 

 

 

 

Baby Basics   
Now that we’ve totally 
moved from the 
Lounge to the old 
Nursery/Small 
Kitchen, it almost feels 
as if we’ve been there  
forever! The large amount of 
storage is great, and we stand just 
outside the small kitchen, so when 
the phone rings, we can get to it if 
parents need to call to report 
they’re going to have to be late or 
have another issue. 

We were able to either give to 
parents or donate to a number of 
charities all of the toys and cribs, 
etc. that had been stacked in the 
nursery.  Whew! 

If you wish to donate diapers 
(program still mostly needs size 5 
and 6), be sure to leave a note 
stating where they are from, so we 
know to whom we owe thanks.  

We heard from presenters of the Amity 
Forum of Metro Detroit in June.  It was 
very well done and informative.   

Our programs are finished for the next 
couple of months, until our International 
Day of Peace commemoration on 
Wednesday September 21 at 7:00 pm at 
Beacon Unitarian Universalist Church.  

Please plan to join us for one of the few 
in-person programs in almost two years! 
Put it on your calendar and plan to meet 
us there! 

Troy-area Interfaith Group 
 

Cereal for Summer 
We are collecting Cereal for Summer again 
this year, to be given to the Detroit Presby-
tery and to the Morse Summer Nights 
program here in Troy. We have collected so 
many boxes the last few summers that it  

was hard to count them all! 
The dates for the Cereal 
Drive are June 12 – Aug. 28. 
The collection bins are near 
the Sanctuary entrance. 
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Northminster Putt-Putt Golfing 
Championship 

July 23, 2022 at 1 pm 
at Royal Oak Golf Center: 3500 Edgar 

Avenue, Royal Oak, MI 48073 
 

Are you an expert golfer and want to show 
off your skills in mini-golf?  Just looking for 
something to do on a Saturday afternoon?  
Join us at the Royal Oak Golf Center for the 
first ever Northminster Putt-putt Golfing 
Championship!  The winner with the best 
score will take home the one-of-a-kind 
Northminster Putt-Putt Master’s Trophy. 
Invite a friend! All are invited!  Adults: $8.50 
Seniors: $6 

Northminster Cinema: Faith and Film 
August 19 2022, at 8:30 pm 

 
Don’t forget to help us decide which film to 
watch in our Sanctuary in August! 

Tell us on Facebook or on our hallway bulletin 
board to vote on which movie you’d like to see 
and we’ll try to make that happen! 

Donate By 
Shopping! 

Will you be shopping 
the two-day deals on 
Amazon Prime Day 
July 12 & 13? 

 

Be sure you have chosen Northminster as your charity of choice and 
AmazonSmile donates to us for every purchase you make! 
Be sure to start your shopping by going to smile.Amazon.com on Prime 
Day and any day you shop at Amazon! 

https://www.facebook.com/TroyNorthminster/videos/419060040159533
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/38-1655660
smile.Amazon.com
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Session met twice in June.   

The regular meeting was held in 
person in the Lounge on June 2nd.  
We heard from Moderator Chris 
Hallam about plans for the summer, 
including summer social events and 
her new sermon series.  The series 
will return to the Matthew 25 initiative, 
this time focusing on Number 2, 
Eradicating Systemic Poverty.  
The main focus was on sharing our 
research on community gardens.   

The second meeting was on June 
12th.  Session met in the Sanctuary 
to designate five church members to 
be official check signers.  A motion 
was approved, appointing Joe 
Turner, Sarah Leight, Judy Love, 
Chris Kondak and Sue Fish to this 
role. 

Session will meet next on August 4 at 
7:00p.m. 

  
  

 

 

    

Stewardship Planning 2022 
This year, we will be changing the format of the 
Stewardship campaign to try to encourage dialog 
and increase transparency: 

o All committee budget requests for the 2023 
budget are requested by Sept 18. 

o On September 25 we will have our annual 
Budget Planning meeting, with all Session 
members, Committee Chairs, and others 
interested in planning the 2023 budget 

o Mailings will be sent out to members and 
friends of the church to describe the theme, the 
schedule, and distribute the pledge cards. 

o During October we will schedule a series of 
small meetings to discuss the budget, and 
review options and proposals for any 
improvements. 

➢ Members / friends are encouraged to 
attend at least one session 

➢ We want to keep the meetings small, to 
allow for dialog and ideas 

➢ We plan to have several options, to 
allow for either in-person or zoom 
meetings 

o On November 13, we will have our annual 
Stewardship Sunday, and dedication of our 
pledges. 

Stewardship 
& Finance 
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“We believe that we don’t do 
this work alone,” Wright said. 
“We have an ecumenical 
stance that we have produced 
and even a Bible study [God’s 
Unity … Our Journey] that 
helps people understand what 
it means to be in community 
with other Christians.”  

“It’s not just Presbyterians that 
God loves,” Wright said. “God 
loves us all.”  

“it’s important that we do our 
work with other communities 
— those who believe about 
who God is, and those who 
don’t,” Wright said.  

 

 

 

Asked by Tangeman what’s 
been surprising about the 
225th General Assembly, 
Wright expressed 
amazement and joy that the 
word “ecumenical” kept 
popping up in a variety of 
committees and discussions, 
including gun violence, 
financial resources and 

  

   

 

Dr. Dianna Wright, on Ecumenism and Interreligion 
from the PCUSA 225th General Assembly 

‘It’s not just 
Presbyterians that God 
loves. God loves us all’ 

Long before becoming 
director of Interreligious and 
Ecumenical Ministries in the 
Office of the General 
Assembly, Dr. Dianna Wright 
was a practicing ecumenist.  

“I grew up in a family that was 
Presbyterian and Baptist and 
Methodist,” Wright told Fred 
Tangeman, the host of GA 
Live and a reporter in the 
OGA, in a Saturday broadcast 
that was recorded on Friday. 
“Being ecumenical has been a 
part of my journey.”  

Ask any Presbyterian who 
they are, and even if they’ve 
been a member of a PC(USA) 
congregation for 25 years, 
“they will say, ‘Oh, I was a 
Baptist.’ They bring that with 
them,” Wright said. “Our 
churches exist in ecumenical 
communities,” especially the 
ones that enjoy joint practices 
including pulpit exchanges 
and shared Vacation Bible 
School programs, Wright said. 
“You can’t find a Presbyterian 
church that’s Presbyterian all 
the time.”  

“We all came out of some 
other tradition,” Wright said, 
“before we became the 
tradition that we are now.”  

Chapter 5 of the Book of 
Order guides Presbyterians in 
their ecumenical and interfaith 
relations, as well as common 
action and dialogue they can 
engage in with secular 
organizations.  

environmental 
justice “It’s 
happening 
everywhere,”  
Wright said. “I’m excited about 
finding out how ecumenical and 
interreligious engagement is 
already happening in the life of 
our church.”  
When Presbyterians share their 
stories about how that 
engagement was mutually 
beneficial, it can remove or 
reduce the fear that some may 
have about having those 
experiences, Wright said. “We 
need to get rid of that fear 
element of being with the other 
or listening to the other,” Wright 
said. “It’s already happening.”  

Wright expressed appreciation 
for the Ecumenical Advisory 
Delegates who attended the 
GA225 in-person committee 
meetings, which concluded 
Saturday. One, Mamisoa 
Rakotomalala from FJKM, the 
Church of Jesus Christ in 
Madagascar, “was able to give 
witness to our church about 
climate change” through service 
on the Environmental Justice 
Committee.    [Continues on pg.8]  

View 
General 
Assembly 
broadcast 
from 
Saturday, 
July 3 
online by 
image at 
left 

https://www.pcusa.org/resource/ecumenical-stance-presbyterian-church-us/
https://www.pcusa.org/resource/ecumenical-stance-presbyterian-church-us/
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/committees/gaceir/
https://oga.pcusa.org/section/committees/gaceir/
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/pdf/2019-23-boo-elec_010621.pdf
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/madagascar/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/global/madagascar/
https://vimeo.com/726351018
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Our calendar is continuously updated at TroyNorthminster.com  

July 2022

https://troynorthminster.weebly.com/
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Newsletter for July 2022 

 

 David Lundquist 
24830 Roxana Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021       

About Our Church… 

Our core purpose is to 

love God and our 

neighbors as we seek to 

understand, respect and 

celebrate our differences.   

In recognizing Christ’s 

calling to treat others as 

we desire to be treated, 

Northminster Presbyterian 

Church welcomes all 

people, regardless of 

sexual orientation, color, 

gender, religion, age, 

politics, social or 

economic class, ethnicity, 

nationality or disability.  

We value all members of 

the community.  We 

consciously strive to 

create an environment of 

mutual respect, hospitality 

and warmth in which none 

are strangers and all truly 

flourish.   

PRE SBY T ERIA N  CHU R CH  
3633 W.  Big Beaver Rd 
Troy, MI  48084 

Northminster 

Presbyterian Church 

3633 W. Big Beaver Road 
Troy, MI  48084 

TroyNorthminster.com 
PHONE: 

(248) 644-5920 

E-MAIL: 
office@troynorthminster.com 

Our Facebook page is 
Northminster Presbyterian 

Church – Troy 

and our private friends group is 
Northminster Troy  

  

PASTOR: 
Rev. Chris Hallam 

 
OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR: 

Suzanne Joy 
 

MUSIC DIRECTOR: 
Dr. Brandon Ulrich 

 

Ecumenism  [ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6 ] 
A delegate from Rwanda “talked to us about violence. They are 
resources to us in the conversations we are having,” Wright said. 

“What’s beautiful about the Presbyterian system,” Tangeman said, “is 
it has the sense that that’s the world.”  

Once General Assembly duties are complete, Wright plans to wind 
down employing a three-part strategy: drinking chocolate mint tea, 
knitting and working in the garden. “All those things are important as 
we care for ourselves,” Wright said. Tangeman said he’d give one or 
more a try.  

file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Northminster%20%20News/2017%20Newsletters/TroyNorthminster.com
file:///C:/Users/owner/Documents/Northminster%20%20News/2017%20Newsletters/TroyNorthminster.com
mailto:office@troynorthminster.com

